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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 9-3: IRIS RHIZOME SALE at
LUTHER BURBANK ART & GARDEN CENTER

TUESDAY THRU THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 8-10: SRIS
BOOTH AT 5™ ANNUAL NATIONAL HEIRLOOM EXPO,
GRACE PAVILION, SONOMA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
(1350 Bennett Valley Rd., Santa Rosa)

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14 — NO MEETING

On Saturday September 5 starting at 7:00 a.m. bring your extra iris
rhizomes, labelled and trimmed, to the Center where you’ll receive
photo labels prepared by Joe Lawrence to stick on grocery bags
where you’ll put your irises for the sale. Sale open to the public 9-3.
If you haven’t sent Joe the list of irises you are donating, send it right
away to clvineyard@aol.com. The list should consist of: name of iris,
hybridizer, year of introduction, type of iris (TB, BB, SDB, etc.).

On Monday September 7 starting at 1:00 p.m. we’ll set up the SRIS
rhizome sale booth at the Fairgrounds for the Heirloom Expo.
Persons working the booth are limited to 3 per shift: 11-3:30 and
3:30-8 p.m. If you are signed up with Betty Ford, just before your
shift pick up your free entry pass at “Will Call” at the Bennet Valley
Rd. entrance right behind Grace Pavilion. You'll have to pay for
parking or park in the neighborhood and walk in. If you’re not signed
up, admission is $15/day or $30/all 3 days. Billed as the “World’s
Pure Food Fair”, the Natl. Heirloom Expo features hundreds of
exhibits, vendors, and speakers on topics relating to food crops,
gardening, and domestic animals with focus on heritage varieties
and breeds.

c. Jeanette Graham

GYPSY LORD WINS DYKES
Keith Keppel's magnificent 2006
tall bearded introduction ‘Gypsy
Lord’ is the 2015 recipient of the
highest award for irises from the
US and Canada, the Dykes
Medal. Standards are blue
white; falls same with blue violet
wash and pale blue wire rim;
beards paprika.

Photo by Jeanette Graham, from the
iris wiki.
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The five runners-up were ‘Swans in Flight’ (Hollingworth, 2006, SIB), ‘Absolute Treasure’ (Tasco, 2006,
TB), ‘Montmartre’ (Keppel, 2008, TB), ‘Bluebeard’s Ghost’ (P. Black, 2006, SDB), and ‘Chief John Jolly’
(Parkhill, 2003, TB). The three John C. Wister Medals for Best TB chosen from TB Award of Merit
winners from a specified time period are: ‘Money in Your Pocket’ (Black, 2007), ‘Snapshot’ (Tom
Johnson, 2008), and ‘Temporal Anomaly’ (Tasco, 2007).

SRIS members also received recognition in the 2015 AIS judges voting. Anna and David Cadd’s ‘Saint
Patrick’s Gold’ (2003) was 2™ runner-up for the Eric Nies Medal for spurias; their TB ‘Lady in Purple
(2011) received an Honorable Mention (HM) in the TB category, and Ross BeVier’s Solar Power (2012)
was a runner-up for a TB HM. Well-deserved congratulations to our local hybridizers!

For photos of 2015 winners and runners-up go to: wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/InfoAwards2015 .

Gardening Tips for September
Anna Cadd

Tips for this month are more iris-related than usual. Longtime SRIS members know it all, but we have a
lot of new members. And it is also good to refresh our memories and be ready to answer the public’s
guestions at rhizome sales. Next month I'll have a broader focus.

1. September — and it feels like fall already. With this four-year drought, trees are very stressed,
changing colors and dropping leaves early. It's hard to imagine, how hardy irises are. | have some
beds that have not been weeded or watered since spring, as there is never enough time between
work, caring for David and catching needed sleep. They still look good; of course not Betty Ford iris
quality, but they will be okay. No matter how you much you love them, sometimes life just gives
them a hard time. Irises understand and forgive....

2. This is iris planting time. Good soil preparation is the key to success. Amend your soil with good
compost mixed with steer manure and add some fertilizer, but not too much. Until there are good
roots, the plant can't utilize fertilizer. On the other hand, it takes about 4 to 6 weeks for fertilizers to
turn from commercial form to the form readily useable by plants and in 6 weeks there are new, fresh
roots already. Of course you need to water them at least twice weekly. Deep watering is better than
just sprinkling the soil surface.

3. How deep should the rhizome be planted? In light-textured soils such as sand, it can be covered by
as much as one inch of soil; but for average to heavier soils, the top of the rhizome is best left
exposed to the healthful influences of sun and air. Remember that the rhizome is a stem, not a root,
and needs to breathe!

4. Extremely important is to make the labels right away and "plant" them together with your irises. You
will not remember what is planted where and the writing on the leaves will disappear faster than you
think. You paid good money for your plants; but if you can't show them, vote for them, donate the
increases to the Club or answer visitors to your garden when they ask the name of this beauty in
front of them, there is no point of having them. The longer you belong to an iris club, the more
paranoid you become about the names. So name tags and a map of the garden are musts!

5. During our iris sale and the following Heirloom sale one of the most asked questions will be - "when
should | cut the leaves off my irises?” | am not sure where people got this ancient idea from and why
it is so hard to persuade them not to do so. Maybe grandma cut off the leaves to make the half dead,
never watered and fertilized irises look better; and the idea stuck for the next generations.
Gardeners don't cut off the leaves of daylilies, roses, lantanas, etc. Iris leaves play an important part
in feeding the plants, storing nutrients in the rhizomes and preparing the plants to bloom next spring.
Nobody cuts off the hands of the working person! Irises are great garden perennials, intended to
look good all year round with spiky, dramatic, different green leaves, making a poignant focus and
background for other plants. We don't have really lush gardens anymore with this drought, but there
are gardens, where water is abundant and irises are great landscape fillers. We don't cut off the
leaves, until it is absolutely necessary!



6. | need to add that needlessly trimming the foliage back in the middle of the season actually breaks
an iris’ dormancy, kick-starting new leaf production. This can take away from root mass
accumulation and even from reserves meant to support flowering the next spring. The long and short
of it is to leave the leaves alone!

7. Trimming the foliage. We trim iris foliage only when we transplant the plants. There are several
reasons for doing it. It is really easier to ship, transport and store irises with less leaf length and
volume. When we plant them back, it is better to plant with short leaves, so there is less risk of wind,
animals or humans tipping the new plants over. We also trim the roots, which sometimes can be
very long, so trimming the leaves makes the plant balance. New roots can't efficiently pump water to
the leaves, so a big surface area of leaves makes a big area of transpiration, the evaporation of
water from leaf surfaces. This is why we trim irises during planting time.

From the President’s Desk

Just when | think our Society can’t get any busier, it does! Our Auction-Picnic at the C&L Vineyard in
Sonoma on August 2 was a huge success, with 28 in attendance by my count. Thank you, Joe and
Rudy for providing your barbecue, your beautiful property, and your warm hospitality, and to the many
members who donated rhizomes and/or attended. Special thanks to Rudy for insisting for on a $5
minimum bid for very recent varieties, to Jean Sharp for her tireless auctioneering, and to Joe
Lawrence for keeping the tally and billing us. Our coffers were made healthier.

On August 15 we had a work party at the Display Garden. In scorching heat, Jeff Davis worked on the
new drip system plumbing; Jim Begley installed two cubic yards of compost in the door prize bed and
then rototilled it in; and Anna Marie Hermansen, Cheryl Bryan, and Alleah Haley did more spurge
removal. Then on August 21 the following members planted the door prize irises and did more weeding
at the Display Garden: Jim Begley, Cheryl Bryan, Rudy Ciuca, Betty Ford, Diana Ford, Marlene Freetly,
Alleah Haley, Joe Lawrence, Jean Sharp, and Bill Tatham. On August 29 Jeff finished installing drip in
the door prize bed. Thank you, thank you all for all your hard work.

Next up is our annual rhizome sale on September 5 at LBAGC from 9-3 and the three-day information
and iris sale booth at the Heirloom Festival September 8-10. | know many of you are frantically digging,
trimming, and labelling iris rhizomes to donate to these sales. | really appreciate your efforts, folks. Jeff
hopes to get some help completing the drip system in the rest of the display garden during our
September 5 sale. PLEASE come and share your iris fever or if you’d rather plumb, come help Jeff.

KSRO AM radio 1350 had a discussion of irises on their Saturday morning garden show on August 29.
Big thank yous to Jean Sharp for letting me know it was on that morning and to Marlene Horn for calling
in to tell them about the existence of the Santa Rosa Iris Society, our September rhizome sales with
dates and times and to correct some of the culture information that was given. | plan to send an email
to radio host Steve Garner with additional information about our society, irises, and iris culture so he
can be better informed.

Alleah Haley

This Month

Saturday, September 5, 9-3 — Rhizome sale, LBAGC.

Monday, September 7, 1:00 p.m. — Set up at Heirloom Expo.

Tuesday thru Thursday, September 8-10 — 5" Annual Heirloom Expo, Sonoma Co. Fairgrounds.
SRIS will have a booth.

2015 Iris Events and Important Dates

Monday, October 12 — Rudy Ciuca and Joe Lawrence, Introduction to Wine Tasting.

Friday and Saturday, October 16 & 17 — AIS Region 14 Fall Meeting & Reblooming Iris Show,
Wyndham Hotel, Visalia. Guest Speaker Chuck Bunnell, hybridizer of MTB 2014 Dykes Medal winner
‘Dividing Line’.
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Friday, November 6 (note revised date) — Holiday Potluck/Come Dressed as an Iris Costume Party,
LBAGC. Set up starts at 4 pm; we’ll eat around 5:30 pm.

2015 Board Meetings - Board Members and Officers, please mark your calendars:
Monday, November 9, 6:00 PM
Monday, December 14, 6:00 PM

From the Editor — Many thanks for contributions to this issue: Kay Ashbrook of LABGC Board,
Anna Cadd, Rudy Ciuca, Jeff Davis, Betty Ford, Anna Marie Hermansen, Joe Lawrence, Keren
Pratz of McKinney, Texas, and Phyllis Wilburn. Alleah

Plant Sales

September 5 — November 1, 10-5 - Perennials Weekends, nursery open at Occidental Arts & Ecology
Center, 15290 Coleman Valley Rd., Occidental. Tour Sept. 6, 1:00 p.m. For info call 874-1557 ext. 101
or go to www.oaec.org.

Saturday, October 10, 9-1 — Milo Baker Chapter, Calif. Native Plant Society, Vet's Memorial Bldg.,
1351 Maple, Ave., Santa Rosa. Native shrubs, perennials, bulbs, seeds, books & posters.

Sunday, October 25, 10-2 - Windsor Garden Club, Windsor Town Green, McClellan & Market St.
Succulent topped pumpkins and fall color pots.

&~ Notice: Changes to Roster

Please welcome the following returning member back to our club:
Rita Cardoza
5215 Old Lakeville #1
Petaluma, CA 94954
TO7-XXX-XXXX
tolayfarmer@aol.com
We really missed Rita, and are glad she’s back.

Please change the phone numbers for:
Adrienne Larocque
Samira Stimac
t0: 707-XXX-XXXX

[=]] Keeping In Touch

Member Barb Baruth lives part of each year in Wisconsin. On August 24 she wrote:

“Thank you for sending me [my door prize iris] ‘Fred and Ginger’. I've planted “them” in my garden
here right next to the deck where we sit at our table to eat in the summer. I'm looking forward to
seeing them next spring.

We've had some very bad news — our older son, Alex, 31, was diagnosed with [a serious illness]. All
our plans have changed and we might not be able to spend time in Santa Rosa this winter. Perhaps
I'll come out for a few days in Oct. .... Say hi to Anna Marie and all the others at the SRIS for me.
— Barb”

This just in: the Cadds’ vacation in Oregon was interrupted on Monday August 17 when David became
ill. Anna drove him home, and he was admitted to Kaiser Santa Rosa that night. A week later Kaiser
decided they could do no more for David. He is at home under hospice care with family in attendance.
Please send cards to:

David and Anna Cadd

329 North St.

Healdsburg, CA 95448

email: caddsiris@comcast.net
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phone: 707-433-8633

Happy Birthday September Babies
Rich Kunde 9/6

Elizabeth Rice 9/22

Elizabeth (Susan) Cooke 9/22

September Wedding Anniversaries
Betty and Ken Ford 9/7

Bill and Shirley Tatham 9/10

Jeanne and Bob Plank 9/20

Jim Begley and Marcelline Nelipowitz 9/29

2014 Registrations and Introductions Book
Anna Cadd

The new 2014 Registrations and Introductions booklet has just arrived. In 2014 there were 973 irises
registered originating in 15 countries, with 51.0% of the total originating in North America (USA - 487,
Canada - 9). Isn't this extremely interesting? AIS, acting as the "umbrella” for the de facto world iris
associations, is responsible for only half of introduced irises. AlS is moving global with our love of irises!

Other countries represented are: Russia (116), Ukraine (79), Australia (77), Poland (40), France (37),
China (36), United Kingdom (24), Germany (22), New Zealand (20), Czech Republic (9), Slovak
Republic (9), Netherlands (5), Belgium (3).

Of the 973 new registrations, 65.7% are tall bearded, 20.7% other bearded irises and 13.7% are
beardless, species or species hybrids. Totals by class are as follows:

639 Tall Bearded 65.7%
109 Standard Dwarf Bearded (SDB) 11.1%
39 Species Hybrid (SPEC-X) 4.0%
39 Intermediate Bearded (1B) 4.0%
27 Louisiana (LA) 2.8%
20 Miniature Tall Bearded (MTB) 2.1%
18 Pacific Coast Native (CA) 1.8%
16 Siberian (SIB) 1.6%
15 Border Bearded (BB) 1.5%
15 Species (SPEC) 1.5%
12 Japanese (JI) 1.2%
11 Miniature Dwarf Bearded (MDB) 1.2%
7 Avrilbred (AB) 0.6%

6 Spuria (SPU) 0.6%

Now you know the class to hybridize and introduce to win a Dykes Medal, a class where the
competition is non-existent! Grab the tweezers!

The booklet is available for $13 (includes shipping and handling; make check to The American Iris
Society) from the AIS Storefront, John and Kay Ludi, PO Box 956, Sandy, OR 97055. Can also be
charged on VISA or MasterCard — see details at the bottom of page 63 of the Spring 2015 issue of
"Irises” or under AIS Storefront at www.irises.org.



http://www.irises.org/

Rebloom in Kansas

SRIS member Elizabeth Cooke now lives in Elkhart, Kansas, in the far southwest corner of the state.

On August 28, 2015 she reported that she had the following irises in bloom:

e ‘Sugar Blues’ (Zurbrigg 1985, TB) — wisteria blue self; white beard, yellow in throat. Pod parent was
‘Victoria Falls’, a rebloomer.

e ‘Adventurous’ (Michael Sutton 2010, TB) — S. yellow, slightly veined white; F. violet blue veined light
blue, %4” ruby red band; beards yellow. Two stalks, one with 9 buds!

e ‘Blue Suede Shoes’ (Schreiners 1996, TB) — ruffled medium blue self; beards yellow, white at end.

To Treat or not to Treat - That is the Question
Anna Cadd

Now that we have or soon will have all the iris rhizomes our hearts desire, it is time to think — should we
plant them right away, or soak them in some solution to protect our gardens against diseases or pests
that could get a "free ride" on rhizomes, especially irises from other states. In our club we used to dip
and soak the rhizomes in fungicides, but we stopped using them, as the time during digging is always in
short supply and results were not obvious. Also the strong environmental push against using poisonous
chemicals was part of the decision to stop it. Some of us soak iris rhizomes in 10% Clorox solution, to
prevent diseases.

The information below is for those eager to soak their iris in bleach. It comes from last week’s issue of
Science magazine: “The Littlest Farmhands” by Jop de Vrieze at:
https://www.sciencemag.org/content/349/6249/680.summary

"Scientists have recently discovered thousands of microbial species living in, on, and around plant roots
that help plants survive and thrive—for instance by facilitating the uptake of nutrients and water,
warding off pests and diseases, and enabling plants to cope with drought, flooding, toxins, or extreme
temperatures. Scientists are trying to harness these symbionts for use in agriculture. Several microbial
products are already in use on the farm, and major agrochemical companies are investing heavily in
research to develop others. To what extent microbial products can eventually increase yields or reduce
the use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers is still unclear, however".

A bleach soak will kill beneficial surface bacteria together with the "bad guys", which may or may not be
sitting on the rhizomes. It has no effect on any disease that a plant has deep in the tissue. It may help
with bacterial soft rot, but only if diseased tissue is removed first.

When the Cadds were shipping plants abroad, they needed to be inspected by the county agricultural
commissioner, who was supposed to know the requirements for export to different countries. No
agricultural inspection required treatment by bleach, or any other external sterilizing agent. All required
cleaning and that plants be free of dirt. Some countries required a systemic treatment, some required
fumigation for root nematodes, etc. External sterilization by Clorox was never required. If Clorox
worked, they would have it as a standard treatment. As they don't, you can bet they have a good
reason.

Improper treatment of iris rhizomes with bleach can deform growth the first year after planting. Plants
will be stunted and the leaves may grow curved, sometimes with the tip touching the ground. They
generally recover and grow right the second year, but they may not bloom until the third year. This is
probably true if you will soak the plants in pure Clorox. From my experience 10% solution for 1/2 hour
will not cause any problem the following year. | suspect plants treated with bleach will have no
differences in diseases and survival than rhizomes untreated, but they may have fewer and smaller
increases. What do you think?

Door Prize Irises for 2016
List supplied by Joe Lawrence
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ALABASTER LACE (Aitken, 2015) TB

AMBER RAINBOW (Kerr, 2014) TB

American Original (Tasco, 2014) TB

ANCIENT AIRS (Schreiner, 2015) TB

ANGELS ABOUND (Kerr, 2014) TB
ARRIVEDERCI (Keppel, 2014) TB

BELLE FILLE (Marky Smith, 2015) TB

BET THE FARM (Schreiner, 2015) TB
BETTER TOGETHER (Schreiner, 2014) TB
BETTY FORD (Kerr, 2014) TB

BLACKWATER (Schreiner, 2014) TB

BLUE MY MIND (Schreiner, 2014) TB

BOLD PATTERN (Michael Sutton, 2015) TB
BORDER SKIRMISH (Ghio, 2014) BB
BOSTON CREAM (Keppel, 2014) TB

CAMEO KEEPSAKE (Lynda Miller, 2015) SDB
CANINE CAPER (P. Black, 2015) SDB
CAPPUCCINO LACE (Aitken, 2015) TB
CELTIC TARTAN (Keppel, 2015) TB
CENTURY BOUND (Schreiner, 2015) TB
COMMANDING PRESENCE (P. Black, 2014) TB
CORAL SUNRISE (L. Miller, 2014) MTB
COSMIC BLAST (Kerr, 2014) TB

COZY COTTON (M. Sutton, 2015) TB

DARK ICON (Kerr, 2014) TB

DESTINATION FABULOUS (Schreiner, 2015) TB
DOUBLE CHOCOLATE (J. Painter, 2014) TB
DOUBLE WEDDING (Ghio, 2015) TB

DOWN TO THE WIRE (Ghio, 2015) TB
ESCAPE FROM BOREDOM (P. Black, 2014) TB
ESPSIONAGE (Keppel, 2015) TB

FIRE DANGER (Keppel, 2015) TB

FREE AS THE WIND (Tasco, 2015) AB
FRENCH LESSONS (Kerr, 2014) TB
GALAXINA (P. Black, 2015) AB

GENTLE REMINDER (Keppel, 2014) TB
GENTLE SOUL (Ghio, 2015) TB

GOING BIG TIME (Ghio, 2014) TB

GOLD REWARD (Aitken, 2015) SDB

GOLDEN SNITCH (Robert Skaggs, 2014) TB
GOSSET'S GAMBLE (Cheryl Deaton, 2015) TB
GREAT ESCAPE (T. Johnson, 2015) IB
HEART OF HEARTS (P. Black, 2015) AB
HEAVENLY HOST (Ghio, 2014) TB

HIGH DESERT (Keppel, 2015) TB
HOSPITALITY (Ghio, 2015) TB
HUCKLEBERRY SUNDAE (T. Johnson, 2014) TB
I'M SO CONFUSED (C. Deaton, 2014) TB

IN THE LOOP (Ghio, 2014) TB

ISLAND NIGHTS (G. Sutton, 2015) TB

JUST A TOUCH (M. Sutton, 2015) TB
LAVENDER LEMON CAKE (M. Sutton, 2015) TB
LITTLE LOVE SONG (T. Johnson, 2015) SDB
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MAGIC MIRROR (Ghio, 2015) TB

MARDI GRAS BALL (T. Johnson, 2014) TB
MIDNIGHT ROSE (L. Painter, 2014) TB
MIDNIGHT VELVET (T. Johnson, 2014) TB
NOT BROKE THIS TIME (Tyson, 2015) TB

OH CANADA (T. Johnson, 2015) SDB

ONE LAST KISS (T. Johnson, 2014) TB

ONE STEP BEYOND (Tasco, 2014) TB
OUTCAST (Marky Smith, 2015) TB

PASSION FOR FASHION (Schreiner, 2015) TB
PATTERN PLAY (M. Sutton, 2015) TB
PAYBACK TIME (Schreiner, 2014) TB
PICK-UP LINE (T. Johnson, 2014) TB
PUZZLED (T. Johnson, 2015) TB

RAGTOP DAY (Schreiner, 2014) TB
RAINBOW SUNSET (T. Johnson, 2015) TB
RARE COIN (Ghio, 2014) TB

READY FOR MY CLOSE UP (P. Black, 2014) TB
SEASONS IN THE SUN (T. Johnson, 2014) TB
SHINE ON ME SUNSHINE (T. Johnson, 2015) TB
SHIVAREE (Keppel, 2015) TB

SPLENDID SPRING (L. Painter, 2015) TB
TASTY (P. Black, 2015) SDB

TICKLE MY FANCY (P. Black, 2015) TB
TIDAL RAVES (Schreiner, 2014) TB

TRIPLE DIP (P. Black, 2014) TB RE

VELVET VALENTINE (Tasco, 2015) TB
VENUS BLUSH (P. Black, 2015) BB

VIBRATO (L. Painter, 2015) TB
VOULEX-VOUS (T. Johnson, 2015) TB
WATERCOLOR PRINT (T. Johnson, 2015) TB
WAVES OF JOY (Tasco, 2015) TB

WHAT A BEAUTY (Ghio, 2015) TB

WINGMAN (Schreiner, 2015) TB

BROF(RI(ROF(RI(RCS

February through October of each year meetings of the Santa Rosa Iris Society are held on the second
Monday of each month at the Luther Burbank Art and Garden Center, 2050 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa,
California. The Program starts at 7:00 p.m. and the business meeting follows after the break. Come early
and visit. The doors open about 6:00 p.m. for set up and coffee making. The deadline for all submissions for
the October 2015 issue of this Newsletter is September 20, 2015. E-mail copy to:

alleah.haley@gmail.com.

The first rule of successful gardening is to work with, not against, the natural setting. Burpee Complete

Gardener, submitted by Keren Pratz
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Meetings & Membership
The Santa Rosa Iris Society meets the second Monday of each month February through October at
7:30 p.m. at the Luther Burbank Art and Garden Center, 2050 Yulupa Avenue, Santa Rosa, California.
In November instead of having a regular meeting, we have our annual holiday potluck dinner and dress
up as an iris name costume party, held this year on Friday November 6.

Membership dues are $15.00 per year. Send payment to: Santa Rosa Iris Society c/o Betty Ford, 1383
E. Napa St., Sonoma, CA 95476. Membership offers regular meetings, iris door prizes, special
programs, use of our library, a monthly newsletter, annual iris show and rhizome sale, and fellowship
with other iris lovers. For more information call Anna Cadd 433-8633, Anna Marie Hermansen, Betty
Ford, or Juanita Breckwoldt.

October Newsletter Deadline — September 20"



